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*Parents/Guardians should review this handbook with their child and each sign the agreement at 

the end which acknowledges these rules for students to participate in the band program. 



Director Contact: 
Email: sowens@covingtoncountyschools.org 
Remind 101 App: This application allows the director to send out information and reminders to both 
students and parents- You may also personally message the director with questions. You do not 
have to download the app on your phone to receive the messages.  
*All classes / performing groups within the band program 
 
Additionally follow the band on Facebook @ SeminaryHigh MarchingBand 
 
Philosophy of Teaching: 
My goal as a music educator is to provide students with a structured learning environment that 
promotes physical, mental, emotional, and social growth.  By serving as a guide, I will present 
students with information and demonstrate its relevance to their professional and musical pursuits. 
Students will have the opportunity to practice in a safe environment, reflect upon their mistakes, and 
progress their learning experience. When all students are held to high standards through clear 
expectations, they will be able to function independently as members of society. 
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Grading Procedure 
Students receive a grade in band just as any other class at the school. Grades are largely 
determined by the student's attendance at performances and rehearsals. Additionally, students 
must be prepared and know their own music and fully participate in the band program. The success 
of our organization depends on the whole of the group. If a student is not prepared and does not 
know his/her musical part,  he/she may be dismissed from the band program the following year. If a 
student is having a hard time learning his/her part, the director will offer assistance outside of 
normal school hours, free of charge.  
 
After-School Band Rehearsals 
Attendance at all scheduled after-school rehearsals is required. It is unfair to band members who 
are present at every practice to have other members show up only when they feel like it. The only 
excused absences for after-school rehearsals are: 
A. Other extracurricular activities that share practice time with marching band 
B. Excused absence from school due to sickness - doctor’s excuse required 
All doctor appointments or any other appointments should be made so they do not conflict with 
after-school practice. Excusing an absence is at the discretion of the director. 
 
During breaks for after school practice, students are not allowed to leave campus and must observe 
rules regarding cell phones and other devices just as they would during the school day. Students 
may check their phones during breaks.  
 
Attendance and Tardiness 
In order for a band program to be successful it depends on all members of the band showing up 
and working together. This also means that all students must arrive on time.  
 
Students are expected to be punctual for all band events. To be early is to be on time, to be on time 
is to be late, and to be late is unacceptable. If a rehearsal is scheduled to begin at 3:15, the student 
should arrive with enough time to warm up and be ready to begin rehearsal precisely at 3:05. 
 
Any student who is not in his/her seat by the start of rehearsal as set by the director will be counted 
tardy and his/her grade will be reduced. If a student is continually late for class or rehearsals he/she 
will receive a write up, not be allowed to perform that week, and may be removed from the band 
program. 
 
For excused absences one hour missed = one hour to make up.  
For unexcused absences, one hour missed = 1.5 hours to make up. 
 
“They scheduled me to work” is an unexcused absence. Call me if you anticipate a conflict. If you 
miss all or the majority of rehearsals, that is simply too much time to make up, and you will no 
longer be a member of the band program. 
 
 



Performances 
All students are required to take part in every performance that is set by the band program. As most 
performance dates are unknown at the start of a school year, these will be announced as soon as 
possible. If a student must miss a performance, the director must be notified at least one week 
ahead of time and the absence excused. An unexcused absence will result in 10 points off the final 
grade for that student. Excusing an absence is at the discretion of the director.  
Football Game Performance Procedures 
1. Refer to Travel Policies for report and departure times. 
2. Members will wear all uniform parts properly at all times as instructed by the director. 
3. If a student is not in proper uniform he/she will not perform at halftime. 
A. If a student is not in proper uniform he/she will work in the concession stand or assist the director 
as needed. 
4. Students are given 3rd quarter off as a break and to grab concession stand food. 
A. Students must return to the band seating by 3 minutes on the game clock at the end of 3rd 
quarter or he/she will receive a tardy.  
5. During all performances, the band will only play as a group. No individuals may play.  
6. Cell phones are not required for our performance, if they cause a disturbance they will be taken. 
A. Students will not socialize with friends outside of the band seating unless on break. 
8.  All members must stay for the entire game. 
 
Behavior, Procedures and Rules 
It is expected that all students in the band program act appropriately. If each person will act like a 
responsible and reasonable young person with self discipline, there will be very few problems. 
Students who are disrespectful or uncooperative will not be tolerated. Should a student repeatedly 
cause a disruption to the program or fellow students, he/she will be dealt with by the administration 
and will be dismissed from the band program. 
Classroom Rules 
1. Follow all school rules- refer to school handbook. 
2. Students must be respectful to all school staff and fellow band members. 
3. No food, drink or gum is allowed in the band hall during rehearsals. 
4. Students may not have a cell phone out or within their immediate reach during rehearsals. 
A. Phones should be kept in a backpack or instrument case. 
5. Students will follow all rehearsal procedures. 
Rehearsal Procedures 
1. Students will quickly get out his/her instrument, music, and proceed to their seat. 
2. Only play your instrument when instructed to do so (Play at all times when told to!). 
A. Do not play another student’s instrument. 
B. Do not play when told not to or when the director is working with another section. 
3. Remain seated, students are not allowed to wander the room during a rehearsal. 
4. Only bring your instrument, music, and a pencil into the band set. 
A. Students are not allowed to pursue other classwork during a band rehearsal. 
5. Students must sit up properly while playing in rehearsal or they will stand up. 
6. When the director steps on the podium, all talking must stop immediately. 



Marching Rehearsal 
1. Students will quickly get out his/her instrument/ music and proceed to the field. 
2. Students may not play their instrument on the way to the field. 
3. Play at all times with the band (we are one group and everyone depends on each other). 
4. Students will stay in position while learning drill or going from set to set. 
A. You may not move to talk to a friend. 
B. You may not check your phone outside of a break. 
C. You may not go see someone who drove up, if it is important they will approach the director. 
5. Do not leave the field unless the band has been dismissed for a break. 
A. Students may not leave the school during a break. 
B. If a student must use the restroom, he/she will ask the director. 
D. Students must remain near the marching field during breaks. 
6. Do not run while carrying an instrument or toss the instrument around. 
A. Any use of an instrument other than its intention will result in disciplinary action. 
 
Disciplinary Action 
Should any student fail to follow the rules set forth by the school or the director, he/she will be 
subject to disciplinary action. Again, students who are disrespectful or uncooperative will not be 
tolerated. In order for a band program to be successful, rehearsals must flow smoothly and with all 
members actively involved.  
Actions Taken: 
1. Verbal warning 
A. Students who do not follow instruction will receive a verbal warning before consequences  
2. In band consequences 
A. Should students continue to ignore rules and disrupt rehearsal, they will stand at attention for a 
set amount of time, run laps around the band field after rehearsal, do push ups on the spot, or not 
be allowed to perform for that week.  
3. Write up to the school office which results in ISS (refer to school handbook) 
A. Should a student receive a write up in band, he/she will miss all classes for that day including in 
school band rehearsal. Additionally, he/she will not perform that week. 
4. Meeting with school officials / parents to determine if a student may remain in band 
A. If a student wants out of band, he/she should simply speak to the director and his/her parents, 
not go out of his/her way to disrupt the hard work of other students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Travel Policies 
The band will have numerous performances and rehearsals throughout the year. Students must 
have all uniform parts, instruments, and music when boarding the bus. In order for travel to proceed 
smoothly the following rules must be understood. 
 
The band staff will provide a report and departure time prior to any trips.  
1. The report time is when students should be present in his/her seats for roll call. 
2. The departure time is when the trip vehicle will depart campus. 
A. If a student is not in his/her seat by the report time he/she will be counted tardy. 
B. If a student does not arrive by the departure time he/she will be left behind and may not perform 
at the event regardless of how he/she arrived. 
Bus Travel- For the safety of all passengers, the following rules must be followed. 
1. No Fighting 
2. No obscene language or gestures  
3. Any possible noise or action that will distract the driver in any way 
A. Loud noises, horseplay, changing seats or moving around (hands to yourself) 
4. All hands, arms, or any other object must remain inside the vehicle at all times 
5. Students must pick up all uniform parts, personal items, and trash when leaving 
6. The bus will be left clean and no less than better condition than when we first boarded it 
 
Equipment 
Students must have all parts of the band uniform in good condition to perform.  
-Hat with plume, cleaned band jacket and band pants, black marching shoes with long black socks 
(solid black, no visible designs on the socks) and the band shirt for that school year.  
 
Instruments are purchased by the student’s family, or in some more expensive cases, will be 
provided by the school. Any damage to a school-owned instrument will result in a fine to that 
student which will depend upon the amount of damage caused.  
 
Students should not eat food or drink sodas or other sugar filled drinks when playing an instrument. 
This will cause particles to build up in the instrument and could result in damage or cause the 
student to become sick. Please maintain all of our equipment and your health. 
 
Sheet music is essential to taking part in a band program. A student should always have his/her 
sheet music with him/her at each rehearsal. Students must also know how to properly read music. 
 
Band Fees 
-H.S. Band Members will pay $200 for operational band dues. 
-Band Members will pay to have the marching uniform dry cleaned by the end of school and return it 
with a receipt. (approximately $20) Due date will be announced. 
-New Students joining the marching band will need to purchase shoes $38. 
-Color guard members will pay $250 for yearly uniforms / operating cost. 
 



Parents / Guardians 
Learning a musical instrument is an extremely difficult task that requires time and discipline. Parents 
should always be supportive of their child and encourage them to practice outside of school on their 
own. If a parent would like his/her child to receive additional help learning an instrument outside of 
the normal band class and at home practice, he/she should contact the director. 
 
In order for any organization to be successful, it must have a strong support group. For a school 
band, that support group lies within the school, community, and most of all, the students families. 
Throughout the year, we will need band boosters as volunteers to help work the concession stand 
at home games and assist the band in other areas as necessary. Any assistance that a parent can 
provide is greatly appreciated, whether it is working at one game or making a small donation of 
water.  The vast majority of parental support comes from the Band Booster Club. 
 
The Band Booster Club 
The Band Booster Club is made of parents and guardians with students in the band program from 
grades 7-12. The booster club’s main objective is to raise money and assist the band program with 
its operation. Some duties include working concession stands at home games, pulling the band 
trailer to away games, assistance with fundraising, serving as chaperones, and being actively 
involved in the events of the band program. Additionally, officers are elected each year which help 
to manage the boosters and the funds that are raised.  
 
Benefits of a Music Education 
Higher Order Thinking- Involves creativity, problem solving skills, and critical thinking. 
 
Discipline- Being able to follow rules and work with others. 
 
Friendships- Students will encounter a number of intelligent like-minded people that will prove to be 
close friends for many years to come and have a close knit group where students may be 
themselves. 
 
Motor Skills- Students involved in a modern day band program must develop fine motor skills to 
play their own instruments as well as gross motor skills for marching band shows. 
 
Travel Opportunities- Members of a band program are able to take trips throughout the school year 
which not only include all football games but parades and other performances at theme parks and 
special events.  
 
College Scholarships- Students who take part in a band program are eligible for money when 
entering college. Most all community colleges in the state of Mississippi will pay full tuition, room, 
and board with a band scholarship. Universities offer scholarships to both music majors and non 
music majors with the amount depending on an individual’s own musical skills. 



Band Agreement 
 
This form must be returned to the school to be kept on file.  
 
I Have Read This Handbook - Student 
Please sign below that you have read this handbook and are familiar with the policies within 
it. If you have questions, please feel free to contact the director.  
 
 
Student Name: ____________________________________ 
 
 
Student Signature: _________________________________ 
 
 
Date Signed: ______________________________________ 
 
I Have Read This Handbook - Parent/Guardian 
Please sign below that you have read this handbook and are familiar with the policies within 
it. If you have questions, please feel free to contact the director. 
 
 
Parent / Guardian Signature: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Date Signed: ______________________________________ 
 
 
 
“If I were not a physicist, I would probably be a musician. I often think in music. I live my 
daydreams in music. I see my life in terms of music… I cannot tell if I would have done any 
creative work of importance in music, but I do know that I get the most joy in life out of my 
violin.” 
 
 - Albert Einstein, Nobel Prize Winner and the Father of Modern Day Physics. 
 


